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Hi everyone, My name's Leanne O'Neill. I graduated from the Graduate Diploma of Criminological Research Studies in 2021.

Now while homicide it self's been extensively researched, there's no empirical research to date that has examined the use of mediums to support police in homicide investigations.

In homicide cases where police have no further leads to keep their investigations moving forward, police may use non-traditional methods by working with or consulting a medium, that is someone who is said to be able to communicate with the deceased, to assist with their investigations.

Now those of you who've seen crime TV shows such as Psychic Detectives, The Mentalist or Medium will be interested and believe that mediums can assist police, while others of you may be skeptical and think mediums are fake.

Police like many in society may be equally skeptical and hesitant to work with mediums. However, we know police in Australia have and do consult with mediums for assistance and that mediums have helped police with homicide investigations in really important ways.

With no research to date around this topic, my research aimed to do two things. Firstly, examine what processes are used by mediums when working on homicide cases and secondly to test the accuracy of the information provided by mediums when communicating with deceased loved ones against real homicide cases.

Now in examining mediums processes, I interviewed 10 mediums with expertise in communicating with the deceased and experience supporting police on homicide investigations and we identified for the first time a four-stage process that mediums consistently use when working on a homicide case.

They firstly prepare to work physically, mentally, emotionally and energetically. They ensure their physical environment is safe and they begin connecting in to the deceased victim.

They then gather initial information, that is they identify the deceased victim, how they were killed and where, where they died, what the scene is, to confirm that they're with the right victim or the right case.

They then gather more in-depth information further details about circumstances of the case, any potential motives, witnesses or suspects.

They then closed their work by thanking the deceased victim for communicating with them about the case.

We also found that mediums had different methods they preferred to use, such as their intuition, maps, photographs, dates of birth, or their senses, whether it's sight, smell, hearing, taste, et cetera when working on a case.

In comparing mediums processes with police processes when investigating a homicide, we found overlaps in critical tasks in three key areas.

Their focus for the investigation, which is all around gathering information and evidence.

Secondly, the information gathering, they both gather information about the victim, the scene, perpetrators and any witnesses and both use their intuition when investigating a homicide.

We're currently testing mediums on their accuracy against homicide cases. So we're looking at how accurately they can describe the victim or provide specific details about the homicide incident that occurred or any weapons that might have been used.

This research really essentially aims to address the gap in the literature around the usefulness of mediums for police investigations, help homicide detectives to be able to work with mediums more effectively and keep investigations moving forward, and ultimately to help family members of victims of homicide to gain some sort of closure.

So thank you and I hope that you found my research interesting.
