The Effects of Banning Orders and ID Scanners on Violent Crime and Disorder by Adam Turner


Hey everyone, my name is Adam and today I'm just going to give a quick presentation on my honours project I did and I was looking at the use of technology as a crime prevention tool across the nighttime economy, specifically in Surfers Paradise.

Now you might be thinking, Adam, why do we need to research this? Well, the reason is everybody wants to go out, enjoy their night out and not have idiots possibly punching them while they're walking around a nightclub or on the streets.

So my research was aiming to see what was the most effective tool to help prevent these future assaults.

So before I go through my project in a little bit more detail, I'll give you a bit of a backdrop as to why my research project was needed to be run in the first place.

So in July 2012, unfortunately Thomas Kelly died as a result of a one punch assault in King's Cross in Sydney. This death resulted in a lot of media attention and people were fearful of going to places like King's Cross. Why they might be subject to a one punch attack themselves. In 2014 the NSW government introduced the lockout laws, which were quite controversial when they were brought out that people were unable to enter clubs after a certain time of night if they left the one they were in. And also alcohol sales were cut off earlier than they were previously, so there was less time for people to get as drunk as possible.

In July of 2016, the Tackling Alcohol Fueled Violence Amendment Act became in effect in Queensland and this had a host of different interventions including reducing hours of operation for nightclubs, the introduction of banning orders and ID scanners being used. Most of these did come into effect in July of 2016, but it wasn't until 12 months later in July of 2017 where ID scanners were mandatory to use in non-exempt venues which were those operating after midnight in a safe night precinct in Queensland.

So what exactly did my study look at? Well, for my study I looked at three key areas, the first being ID scanners and this was looking at all licensed venues in a safe night precinct across Queensland, more specifically Surface Paradise for this project that use ID scanners.

These scanners are connected to a centralised database of people with current banning orders or have had banning orders in the past and other venues outside of safe night precincts and inside that aren't mandatory users can opt in to use them as well.

The second thing were banning orders and these orders could be given by the venues themselves, police on the night or the court system. They can be for a single venue or an entire precinct or event that is being run. These bans are generally 3 to 12 months in length but can be shorter or longer depending on the circumstances.

And lastly, I looked at street segments as my unit of analysis and this allowed for more detailed observations of where and when these interventions were effective after they were introduced.

So what did we find from this research?

To start off with, with our baseline period. There were a little over 1800 offences in the 12 months prior to banning orders being introduced. This is a little over 1000 interpersonal violence offences and almost 800 public order offences in Surfers Paradise.

In the 12 months after the banning orders were introduced, we saw around about 140 less offences in Surfers Paradise with a little over 100 less interpersonal violence offences and about 110 less public order offences. Now the key thing here is these offences were only reduced on street segments with licensed venues using, that would be using ID scanners in the future. It wasn't until the 12 month period after the ID scanners were introduced that we saw a more widespread crime reduction effect, which shows that the ID scanners are the enforcement mechanism for the banning orders. So for the banning orders to be as effective as possible, we needed those ID scanners in place.

Unfortunately that is all the time I have, so thank you very much for having a watch of my presentation on what my research covered.
