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Hello everyone, my name is Diana Mataia and I'm from Griffith University's Master of Criminology and Criminal Justice class of 2021 and currently working within the Countering Violent Extremism space here in Melbourne.

My thesis was titled Online Hatred and the Rising Threat of Right-Wing Extremism in Australia.

Just a bit of background, the threat of right-wing extremism, also known as RWE, and the presence of online hatred continues to evolve not only globally but also here in Australia.

The Australian Secret Intelligence Organisation, also known as ASIO, revealed back in 2020 that violent RWE occupied 40% of their agency's counterterrorism caseload.

Now RWE has supplied the underlying ideology for terrorist attacks, as notably seen in Christchurch, New Zealand, El Paso, TX and Hail, Germany. Other incidences of RWE in Australia are evidenced in plots also by Phillip Galea and Joshua Lucas.

However, not enough is known about the ideology underlying RWE, especially within an Australian context, which is why through my study, I sought to identify and understand the ideological markers of RWE in Australia and the strategies by which this ideology is disseminated.

I did this by examining posts on far-right news websites between 2018 to 2021 and in conjunction with my supervisor, Doctor Keiran Hardy, we found five websites comprising articles representing diverse forms of hatred, including anti-Chinese, anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim sentiment. As the results showed, other key themes also included opposition to political correctness and far right offenders as patriots.

Fundamental to my study, I examined the extent to which nativist beliefs manifested in Australian RWE ideology and overall, I collected a sample of 40 articles and conducted a qualitative text and visual analysis exploring the harmful presence of right-wing extreme digital speech, also known as RWEDS.

My study endeavoured to answer or ask three questions and these were one How can the ideological viewpoints underlying RWE in Australia best be characterised?

Two, how are those viewpoints presented on far right news websites?

And three, to what extent are nativist beliefs evident in Australian RWE ideology?

My study identified a total of 8 coded topics across the article sample being nativism, anti-Muslim and Islamic, attacking Westerners, anti-Jews, COVID-19, anti-China, anti-foreigners, racism and lastly speech suppression and free speech.

In the selection of articles studied, 26% of articles expressed anti-foreigner sentiment, followed by racism at 15% with nativist beliefs tying in at 12% with anti-China sentiment.

Nativist beliefs are increasingly manifesting within Australian RWE ideology, and this study is the first to provide clarity and insight into nativism's influence in the dissemination of RWE ideology in Australia.

Nativism provides a particularly interesting lens as well to understanding RWE and in Australian context, given Australia's history as a settler colony and the historical experience of First Nations peoples.

This may also provide an opportunity to effectively counter RWE given the historical inaccuracies on which nativist beliefs rely.

While the label right-wing extremism was rejected by ASIO in early 2021 and replaced with the ideologically motivated violent extremism label, this doesn't eliminate RWE's alliance with ultra conservative political views and the fact that it significantly differs from the Islamist threat not only evolving in Australia but also globally.

Moving forward, the research undertaken in my thesis may be utilised as a basis for further larger scale empirical study of far-right news websites and the rise of nativist beliefs.
