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Hi, I'm Eleanor Morgenthaler. In this video I'll briefly discuss my honours research which I completed in 2021.

My research was titled Crime Script Analysis of Drug Importation into Australia, Facilitated by the Dark Net.

Dark net drug markets are a continually growing platform for illicit drug trafficking globally. These markets look and operate similarly to eBay or Amazon where transactions between vendors and buyers are facilitated by a third party.

In this research I had two research questions, the first being what is the crime script for drug importation into Australia facilitated by the dark net?

So crime script is a step by step account of the crime commission process. So we're really trying to understand how offenders engage in this type of offending.

The second research question was what are the possible crime prevention interventions which could be applied to this crime script.

So one of the strengths of developing a crime script is that it provides a template for developing crime prevention interventions, which can potentially disrupt offending at multiple points during the crime Commission process.

The data that I used to make the crime script was 18 core transcripts, which I found through the Austlii database. I analysed these qualitatively and looked at any information that was relevant to the crime commission process and organised this information into a crime script.

So I will discuss the crime script steps now.

The first step was preparation, which involved online and offline preparation. The online preparation involved downloading a special browser called Tor to access the dark net, and offenders also obtained a cryptocurrency. In this case it was bitcoins, which are then used in the following steps to make purchases.

The second step was access, which involved accessing the dark net market either through a laptop or phone.

The third step was purchasing. Offenders were found to mainly purchase MDMA and the country of origin was mainly the Netherlands and other European countries.

The 4th step was receiving so offenders received the drugs either at their personal residence or at PO boxes.

Then we had the 5th step which was offenders, which was the storage where offenders stored the products usually at their personal residence but also individual cases use locations such as safe houses.

These 5 script steps were followed by three script tracks which are variations of the script and these were based on the purpose of importation.

So after importing the drugs, the offenders did one of three things. They either use the drugs for personal use, some of them sold them on the dark net domestically to so to Australian buyers, or they sold them offline.

We also found two extra elements to the crime script, the first being repurchasing.

So we found offenders repurchase products either when they completed all steps of the crime script or when their items were seized by the Australian Border Force.

And then we also had social networks.

So some offenders worked with others and divided the steps of the crime script based on the strengths or expertise of each individual.

After the crimes script was developed, I proposed 19 crime prevention interventions, which are divided among the different steps of the crime commission process, which unfortunately I don't have time to share in this video.

But if you are interested in learning more about this research, the study has recently been published in the journal called Global Crime.

Thank you for listening.
